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| wish every reader a successful and healthy 2014 despite the rather alarming news, especially for those
frequent flyers, that an entire plane disappeared in the Indian Ocean on the way from Malaysia to China. | wish
the plane could be found and the reason(s) for it known.

Allergic diseases are on the rise all over the world. This is especially true for children. Dr. Tak-hong Lee
reviews the interaction between genes and environment in the genesis of allergy. Knowing the interaction will
help us tackle a lot of questions from parents of children with, say, asthma. Reminding us that wheeze may not
be asthma, Drs. Chan reported a challenging case of plastic bronchitis, a life-threatening condition that demand
the best of a paediatric respirologist. Do test your eyes and brain with the X-ray Quiz by Dr. CP Wong.

This year, our ASM will coincide with the 2nd Asian Paediatric Respirology Forum to be held in Eaton Hotel on
Nathan Road from October 18th to 19th. It will be followed by a post-meeting lung function workshop. This
meeting promises to be bigger and better than our previous meetings with speakers and delegates from all
over Asia, USA, Australia. You can find the preliminary program in this issue of the Journal. Please mark your
diary to attend the meeting.

Dr. Alfred Tam, chair of the accreditation subcommittee, led the subcommittee members to meet the vetting
committee of HKCPaed for the second time with concrete progress. Hopefully, the whole process could be

finished within 12 months.

I would like to close by wishing all readers a Happy and Safe Easter.



