”:Volume 8 No. 4, December 2012
Editor's Column

Johnny Yick-Chun CHAN [FE7R{&

Editor’s Column

Deptartment of Paediatrics, Kwong Wah Hospital, Hong Kong

In the current issue, Prof. Ting-fan Leung reported a
recent retrospective case series of 58 children with
peanut allergy. It was found that concomitant allergy
to other food including hen's egg, shellfish and tree
nuts were common, as well as other airway allergies
such as asthma and allergic rhinitis. Anaphylaxis was
commonly seen in children with peanut allergy, and
the management strategy for peanut allergy was
discussed.

On the other hand, Dr. Chung-mo Chow presented a
review on association between gastroesophageal
reflux disease (GERD) and asthma. The difficulties
in establishing the causal relationship between the
two conditions were discussed. Furthermore, the
treatment of GERD in asthmatic patients was also
reviewed.

In this last issue in 2012, your Editor would like to
draw your attention to the top two articles in paediatric
respirology published in 2011. The article with the top
citations in the past 2 years was the one by Camargo
CA et al, titled "Cord-blood 25-hydroxyvitamin D levels

and risk of respiratory infection, wheezing, and
asthma", Pediatrics 2011;127:e180-e187. In their
population-based birth cohort with 5-year follow-up,
cord-blood 25-hydroxyvitamin D levels had significant
inverse associations with the risk of respiratory
infection and risk of childhood wheezing. Another
article with the top impact factor was the one by Nair
H et al, titled "Global burden of respiratory infections
due to seasonal influenza in young children: a
systematic review and meta-analysis", Lancet 2011;
378:1917-30. Among 43 studies with the data for
around 8 million children, it was estimated that there
were 28,000-111,500 deaths in children younger than
5 years attributable to influenza-associated acute
lower respiratory infection in 2008. The importance
of prevention and treatment of respiratory infection
cannot be more emphasized in order to promote better
child health locally and globally.

Do have a go for the X-ray quiz by Dr. Ping Lam.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a fruitful and
healthy New Year of 2013!




